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and it is clear that we Lave got into a stratum of society far
below Aryan or Brahmanie prejudices. The pure clansman,
the descendant of heroes and demigods, now looks down with
patrician disgust upon the wild Bheel, who is very rough in
his practical views upon the subject of marriage, food, and ritual
generally; yet there still exists in this outlying country* the
clue, elsewhere entirely lost, of a remote connection between
the two societies. If we analyse the population of the wilder
tracts in central India, we discover that it is largely composed-
of an intricate nied^' of tribal groups, all strongly dashed
with a strain of non-Aryan blood, and perceptibly differen-
tiated in their form or ,stage of growth. These differences
appear to be due mainly to the variety of the needs and dis-
tractions of predatory life among the wolds, where cultivation
is scarce and communication difficult ; but they also imply
distinctions of descent and origin, though something may also
be ascribed to the peculiarities naturaHy produced by segrega-
tion among separate hill ranges. All tli^se tribes subdivide
into manifold sections, and even the lowest have a loose forma-
tion of clan; but the chief whom fixe pure Bheel really
acknowledges is merely the most powerful person in his
neighbourhood, whether the headman of a strong village or
a petty territorial lord of many villages. The Bhccls proper
sire the aborigines, that is", the earliest known inhabitants,
the relics of tribes who undoubtedly held all this coiuitry
before the 'migrations into central India of the Aryan
Rajputs. The}' represent the lowest and oldest stratum
of the population, and may be taken to- represent gener-
ally the barbarian type before the earliest -civilisations had
brought in ideas and prejudices about food, worship,, and
canriubium. So far as can be ascertained^ che Bhocls are all
subdivided Into a variety of distinct groups, a few based on
a imputed common descent, but most oi them apparently
muddled together by simple contiguity of habitation, or the
natural bantling together of the number necessary for main-
taimug and defending themselves- Next above these in the
social scale come the tribes of the half-blood, claiming paternal
descent, more or less regular and distant, -from the Arvan